

UNITED STAT^DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


)RNEt DOCKE 


APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


| ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 
R 7311-24RE 


08/999,730 


12/24/97 


STAAT 


i— PM41/1221 
PAN ITCH SCHWARZE JACOBS & NADEL 
ONE COMMERCE SQUARE 
2005 MARKET STREET 22ND FLOOR 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19103-7086 


EXAMINER 


MORANO IV, S 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


3613 
DATE MAILED: 


12/21/98 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 


PTC&0C (Rev. 2/95) 


1- File Copy 


Office Action Summary 


Application No. 
08/999,730 


Applicant(s) 


Staat 


Examiner 

S. Joseph Morano 


Group Art Unit 
3613 



□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

□ This action is FINAL. 

!Xi Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

2 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 


A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 2 

is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 


Disposition of Claims 

iXl Claim(s) 2-9 


is/are pending in the application. 


Of the above, claim(s) 
'X Claim(s) 2J> 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Ctaim(s) 

U Claims 


is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 


are subject to restriction or election requirement. 


Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

'J The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Cbpproved Disapproved. 

l] The specification is objected to by the Examiner, 

n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

Li Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
□ Ail □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
LJ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
"Certified copies not received: 


□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

!X Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

Tj Interview Summary,. PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 


SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES 
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Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No, 


Serial Number: 08/999,730 -2- 
Art Unit: 3613 

1. This application is in condition for allowance except for 
the following formal matters: 

The original patent, or an affidavit or declaration as to 
loss or inaccessibility of the original patent, must be received 
before this reissue application can be allowed. See 37 
CFR 1. 178. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the 
practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set 
to expire TWO MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

2. Claims 2-9 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance : 

The combination of all of features of the independent 
claims, including the newly added limitations of the particular 
shape and orientation of the cantilever spring relative to the 
pivoting knuckle, is not found or suggested by the prior art of 
record 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 



Serial Number: 08/999,730 


-3- 


Art Unit: 3613 

fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 

4. All of the references cited were cited during prosecution of 
the original patent, and are cited here to make them of record in 
the reissue. 

5. Any inguiry concerning this communication should be directed 
to S. Joseph Morano at telephone number (703) 308-0230. 

s jm 

December 18, 1998 


S.JOSEPH MORANO 
PR5MARY EXAMINER 



